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French “Chevalier” of the Legion of Honor
1 PM Tuesday September 6, 2011
Citizens Center 10 Welcome St. Haverhill, MA.

HONORED GUESTS, RELATIVES and
FRIENDS:

Thank you.

Today we would like to welcome to Haverhill, the
Consulate General of France at Boston, Monsieur
Kristophe Guilhou who represents Nicolas
Sarkozy the President of the French Republic, and
Monsieur Pierre Vimont Ambassadore Etas Unis
at Washington.

Merci Beaucoup.

Thanks to, Haverhill Mayor James J. Fiorentini,
and Haverhill’s Veterans Service Officer, Chief
Master Sgt. Michael Ingham, US Army (Ret.) for
planning this reception with the Consulate
General.

Thanks also to Commander Jerry Boucher and
members of the Disabled American Veterans,
Hannah Dustin Chapter #20 of Haverhill,
President Peter Carbone and Past Presidents Atty.



Fred Cirome and Dave Arel; and members of the
Haverhill Kiwanis Service Club; President
JimTzitzon and Vice President Demitrios Miras
and members of the AHEPA the American
Hellenic Educational Progressive Association, in
assistance and providing the refreshments.

My relatives who are present: my wife Maria;
Daughter Laurie; Sister-in-law Effie Katsaros;
Nephews John Alphas and Nicholas Katsaros.

From the Greek Orthodox Church Saints Peter
and Paul; The Very Reverend Makarios and
Parishioners.

And Colonel G. Steve Chirigotis, USAF (Ret.) B-
24 Heavy Bombers WWII European Theatre.
Major Peter Vergados USAF (Ret.) Viet Nam Jet
Pilot.

Squadron Leader, Colonel Stelios Dimou, Greek
Air Force (Ret.)

Captain, Doctor Leonard Popowitz, US Army
(Ret.)

Captain, Atty. Alfred J. Cirome, US Army (Ret.)
Corporal, Ken Killilea, WWII Pacific Theater, US
4™ Marine Division, Iwo Jima Survivor.




I am proud to be named by a decree signed by
Nicolas Sargorzy President of the French
Republic, on 20 September 2010, as a “Chevalier”
of the Legion of Honor.

This award testifies to the President of the French
Republic’s high esteem and recognition and

acknowledgement for services participated in with
the French Resistance during WWILI.

It is a great honor to receive this medal.

I will never forget the brave and courageous men
and women of the French Resistance during
WWII as their alliance and friendship are forever
in my mind and memory.

I owe my Freedom and my Life to Monsieur et
Madame Pierre and Julienne Demarchez and
Julienne’s mother, Leaders of the Chaumuzy,
France Resistance; to Monsieur et Madame Jean
et Suzanne Joly, Leaders of the Reims, France
Resistance; and Monsieur et Madame, Rene’ et
Madalene Felix, members of the Resistance at
Reims, France.



These patriots, after the war, at an honors
ceremony in the presence of the English Prime
Minister, Winston Churchill, General Dwight
David Eisenhower and General Charles De
Gaulle, were presented the French Medal de La
Resistance (1941-1945); the Croix de Combatant
WWII; the Knight of the Legion of Honor; and Le
Croix de Guerre (1939-1945) - France’s highest
“awards for their leadership and bravery in action
on their heroic work for France and the Allies”.

Prime Minister Churchill paid tribute to the
honorees with a Certificate of Commendation
from the English Parliament and the King of
England in gratitude and appreciation of the
English people for gallant services in providing
assistance to Allied soldiers to escape from the
enemy.

General Eisenhower praised the honorees with a
Written Commendation from the President of the
United States, expressing the gratitude and
appreciation of the American people for gallant
services in providing assistance to Allied soldiers
to escape from the enemy.



Those honorees would have been
proud to be present at this ceremony
bestowing such high honors on me.

I could never visualize such courage and bravery
as they showed, me.

The French people have forever shown me true
courage and devotion in the pursuit for Liberty
and Freedom.

MY GRATITUDE TO THE FRENCH
RESISTANCE:

I will forever be grateful to the French Resistance
for my first escape and evasion from the Gestapo.
Once taken under the wings of Pierre Demarchez,
Jean Joly and Rene’ Felix, their families and
members of their “Underground” cell, I felt great
confidence in their ability to provide safe harbor
for me.

My sense of security was shattered when the
Gestapo, informed by unknown betrayers hungry
for a $10,000.00 reward, stormed the bakery
where I was hidden to again take me prisoner
along with Julienne Dermarchez and her mother.



The rule was a fugitive airman is to be secreted at
a safe-house for a day or two at the most. My
prolonged stay for several weeks at the bakery
broke the rules, placing my hosts and me in severe
danger of being exposed.

That same day of my capture by the Gestapo, I
was scheduled for relocation; bad timing was
injurious to the cause. The Chaumuzy, France
Resistance Cell was found out by the Gestapo and
wiped out.

My faith in the French Resistance was not shaken
however, because I so believed in their courage,
their bravery and their daring that I looked up to
them as my leaders.

The French Resistance was at war with the
enemy; they fought in their way, disrupting troop
movements, derailing train cars, blowing up
bridges, cutting communication wires; everything
to wreak havoc on the enemy.

These same people created a network of
Resistance Cells throughout France to organize
their activities with leadership and purpose — for
France.



They selected their targets with thoughtful
planning and execution, rescuing downed airmen,
to secret them throughout networks of safe-
houses, to feed, clothe and nurse them; and pass
them on their way in the resistance chain, to
eventually be returned to England over the
Pyrenees Mountains, by Boat or Aircraft.

The Chief of Police, head of one of the Resistance
Cells at Reims, planned and executed my second
escape. While I was being transferred by German
convoy, an appearance of Resistance vehicles took
the Gestapo by surprise and I was swiftly
transferred to a Partisan Limousine. The enemy
was dumbfounded as we sped away. Not a shot
was fired.

In addition, I would like to pay tribute to a few of
the many people, men and women of the French
Resistance mentioned in my book, “Code
Burgundy — The Long Escape”:

Jean & Yvonne Chauvin, owners of La Bonne
Maison Farm, and Henri’ the farm hand.

Madame Ramoge’, French/English Interpreter.



Polo - driver of the horse and buggy that
provided me taxi service in the city of Reims.

Doctor Levy the Surgeon, and his wife — a French
Nurse, owners of the Reims Clinic.

Monsieur et Madame Robert Billion who picked
me up from the curbside and took me to safety at
the adjacent military Cavalry building away from

prying eyes.

Attendees at the Reims Cavalry Lock-up:

Gendarme Dumas, jail guard;

The old women at the “Circus” who fed me
daily.

The Nurse who daily changed my bandages.

Others of importance, while with the French
Resistance:

Monsieur et Madame Bronis Korach who secreted
me with British Lancaster Bombardier, Jack
Hoad down a dry well.



Monsieur et Madame Erhard Govin; Erhard was
shot and Killed by the Gestapo for espionage
activities.

The butcher, Monsieur Petitbon and his deaf
friend the owner of a safe-house.

The owner of the Reims, Pharmacy.
The Reims Champagne Factory Owner.
The Wrestler - Reims body guard.

Genevieve Camus Soule - Paris Resistance Leader
and Guide.

Gaby — Chief of the Paris Guides

The Paris safe-house of Gendarme Marcellin and
Madame Marie Villemont; and their neighbors.
Gendarme Marcellin fitted me into one of his
policeman’s uniforms and I accompanied him on
the streets of Paris, hiding out in plain view.

Jean Moulars, Paris Chief of Police and Leader of
the Paris Resistance recommended the
French/Jewish Forger of Documents who
photographed and forged my German









